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INTRODUCTION 


Because of the conservative nature, the nucleotide sequences of 18S rRNA have been widely adopted 
in the construction of molecular phylogenies among the remotely related eukaryotes in recent years (Field 
et al., 1988; Stock and Whitt, 1992). However, most studies used the partial sequences without complete 
understanding of the sequence variability of each species representing certain taxonomic categorical rank. 
Even though the results from those studies are congruent to those from the morphological data in many 
cases, the 18S rRNA shows sequence variability, such as conservative, variable, and highly variable, across 
the molecule. Therefore the nucleotide analysis of the complete sequences of many species will provide 
the further understanding of the evolutionary relationships among the organismal groups, especially when 
the groups being compared belong to the lower categorical rank. 

As a part of study in examining sequence variability and general patterns of nucleotide substitution of 
the 18S rRNA gene with the complete sequences among crustaceans, the 18S rRNA gene from one decapod 
species, Pugettia quadridens, was cloned and sequenced. In crustacean decapods, there is only one species, 
Oedignathus inermis, in which the complete nucleotide sequences of 18S rRNA gene were known (Kim 
et al., 1992). Therefore we compared the nucleotide sequences of P. quadridens with that of O. inermis. 


MATERIALS AND METHODS 


In this study, the 18S rRNA gene of Pugettia quadridens was sequenced by PCR cloning and Taq se- 
quencing as Kim et al. (1992). This species belongs to the infraorder Brachyura, suborder Pleocyemata, 
order Decapoda in Crustacea (Bowman and Abele, 1982). The sequence datum of O. inermis is from Kim 
et al.(1992) and this species belongs to infraorder Anomura, order Decapoda. We aligned the nucleotide 
sequences of O. inermis and P. quadridens using FASTA program (Pearson and Lipman, 1988). The numbers 
indicating nucleotide position in the following text are those of O. inermis when the sequences are numbered 


without the insertion and/or deletion. 


RESULTS 


The total length of the 18S rRNA gene of P. quadridens is 1837 bases long, and 46 bases shorter than 
O. inermis sequences (Fig. 1). The occurrence of each nucleotide in the two species ranges in 23.3-26.9%. 
The G+C content is around 50% in each species (Table 1). 

The total number of different, identical, and null nucleotides between two species are 167, 1655, and 
76, respectively. The similarity between two species is 90.8% when the insertion and/or deletion sites were 
excluded. The number of different nucleotides in a row varies 1 to 10 and the one nucleotide difference 
is the majority (86 out of 167). If the insertion and/or deletion sites are included and these sites are con- 
sidered consider as the unweighted nucleotide differences between two species, the similarity is 87.2% (Table 
2). The ratio of transition/transversion is 0.72 in the present two species. There are 34 insertion regions 
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Fig. 1. The nucleotide sequences of 18S rRNA gene of O. inermis and P. quadridens aligned by FASTA program. 
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Oedz Ο. inermis ; Pug- P. quadridens. 


Kim, Min and Kim — Nucleotide Analysis of 185 rRNA of Decapods 143 


Table 1. The total length, nucleotide compositon, and G +C content of the 18S rRNA gene in O. inermis and P. quadridens. 


Total No. of each nucleotide G«C 
Species length(base) A ς Ο T content 
O. inermis " 1883 468 439 507 469 
(24.896) (23.3%) (26.9%) (24.9%) 50.20% ` 
P. quadridens 1837 444 437 481 474 
(24.2%) (23.8%) (26.2%) (25.8%) 49.97% 


* Data from Kim et al. (1992) 


Table 2. Pairwise comparison of nucleotide sequences in Art/Oed" and Oed/Pug. Art=A. salina; Oed= O. inermis; 


Pug- P. quadridens. 


Art/Oed Oed/Pug 

No. of nucleotide 

— identical 1552 1655 
— different 237 167 
— null (insertion and/or deletion) 115 76 
Similarity(96) 

— with null sites 81.5 87.2 
— without null sites 86.8 90.8 
Transition / transversion (ratio) 1.26 0.72 


* Data from Kim et al. (1992) 


in O. inermis and 14 in P. quadridens. The number of nucleotide in each insertion region varies between 
1 and 12. The longest insertion region is found at the postion of 1758-1769 and the second most at 
1742-1749 (Fig. 1). The sequence variation in the primary structure of 18S rRNA gene are not evenly 
distributed throughout the molecule as indicated by Kim and Abele (1990). 


DISCUSSION 


Kim et αἱ (1992) compared the nucleotide sequences of A. salina (class Branchiopoda) and O. inermis 
to see the sequence variability between class levels and the present study compared the nucleotide sequences 
between infraorder levels (between Anomura and Brachyura) in Decapoda. Result from the present study 
show that the molecular data are congruent to the morphological data in terms of the higher similarity bet- 
ween infraorder levels than between class levels (Table 2). 

It has been known that the nucleotide sequences of the 3'-terminal region is well conserved among many 


species. In the present two decapod species, the 3terminal region (position of 1804-1883) also shows 
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only one nucleotide insertion and/or deletion among total 81 nucleotides. Therefore this region appears 
to be quite conservative, while the most conservative (identical) region locates at the position of 1137-1206 
and it is 70 bases long. The most variable nucleotide differences in a row occur at the position between 
46-55 and the second most between 399-407. The nucleotide sequences of these regions are identical bet- 
ween A. salina (class Branchiopoda) and O. inermis. Thus the differences between Ο. inermis and P. 
quadridens in these regions are due to P. quadridens sequences. Because A. salina and O. inermis are con- 
sidered to be more primitive than P. quadridens, the different sequences of P. quadridens in these regions 
seems to be the nucleotide substitutions occurred in the lineage leading P. quadridens. 

We also compared the above three species together to see the insertion and/or deletion pattern between 
class levels by using Multialign programs (Corpet, 1988; sequence datum of A. salina from Nelles et al. 
1984). The results of the multialignment show that there are 54 insertion regions where two decapod species 
show nucleotide sequences but no sequences in branchiopod species. Thus these regions may be impor- 
tant in recognizing the difference of class levels of Crustacea. 

Our results indicate that many additional complete sequences are necessary to determine the sequence 
variability of 185 rRNA gene of each species among different taxonomic categorical groups. These sequence 
variability will give more elucidation to construct the molecular phylogenies and to see the molecular evolu- 
tionary patterns among the groups of other eukaryotic organisms as well as crustaceans. 


ABSTRACT 


The primary sequence of the 18S rRNA gene of a crustacean Pugettia quadridens 
(Decapoda: Pleocyemata: Brachyura) was determined by the PCR cloning and Taq sequen- 
cing. The 18S rRNA gene of this species is 1837 bases long, and 46 bases shorter than 
that of another crustacean decapod Oedignathus inermis. The similarity between two species 
is 90.8% when the insertion and/or deletion sites were excluded. Within the molecule, the 
most conservative (identical) region locates at the position of 1137-1206 and it is 70 bases 
long. The most long consecutive nucleotide differences occur at the position between 46-55 
and the second most between 399-407. The sequence variation in the primary structure 
of 18S rRNA gene are not evenly distributed throughout the molecule. 
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